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The Discussion Board is intended to be an area for students to share thoughts and ideas about the 
course content.  Submissions are expected to be professional and written in proper English.  The 
Discussion Board should foster discussions and collaboration among the class participants.  This rubric is 
intended to provide an objective points value for a student’s work.   

Submissions do not require a citation if the information referenced comes from assigned course 
content.  It is assumed, since all students have access to the same content, the ideas presented in the 
discussion posts will be recognized and understood.  If any information is obtained from outside sources 
then it must be properly cited and referenced according to APA format. 

Criteria Exemplary Work Graduate Level 
Work 

Minimal Work Work is 
unacceptable 

Contributions to 
the learning 
community 

The student 
frequently 
contributes and 
prompts 
discussion in the 
learning 
community.  
 
The student 
functions as a 
leader and 
contributes to 
additional lines of 
thought and 
research. 

The student’s 
contribution 
meets the 
assignment 
criteria. 
 
The student 
interacts 
frequently with 
the discussion 
thread.  

The student 
submitted a 
minimal 
contribution that 
addressed the 
majority of the 
required post. 
 
The student did 
the required 
responses with no 
additional effort 

The student’s 
contribution does 
not meet the 
assigned criteria 
for submissions, 
responses, or 
collaboration. 
 
The student does 
not make any 
effort to 
participate in the 
community. 

Initial Posting: 
Critical Analysis of 
Issues 

Demonstrates an 
in-depth 
understanding of 
the issue 
presented in the 
discussion. 
 
The initial post 
prompts creative 
and energetic 
responses from 
peers. 
 
All work is 
properly cited with 
additional 
resources 
accessed from 
outside the 
supplied class 

Demonstrates an 
understanding of 
the issue 
presented in the 
discussion. 
 
The initial post 
prompts 
responses and 
prompt 
discussions. 
 
All work is 
properly cited. 

Summarizes or 
restates discussion 
topic components 
with minimal 
evidence of critical 
thinking skills. 
 
Post is off topic or 
does not prompt 
any responses due 
to poor format or 
framework. 
 
Work contains 
minimal citations 
with no outside 
resources. 

Does not relate to 
the assigned 
discussion topic. 
 
Post does not 
prompt any 
summary or does 
not allow any 
response from 
classmates. 
 
Work is not cited 
properly or does 
not contain any 
resources 
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curriculum. 
Responses:  
Quality of Learning 
for Colleagues and 
Self 

Provides specific, 
constructive and 
supportive 
feedback which 
extends colleagues 
thinking. 
 
Provides 
additional 
resources or 
experiences.  
 
Recognizes 
cultural 
differences and 
assimilates own 
view with posters. 
 
Encourages 
continued and 
deeper 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrated 
exemplary 
evidence to 
support 
conclusions and 
provided 
alternative 
viewpoints 

Provide 
constructive and 
supportive 
feedback. 
 
Utilized sources 
from required 
readings and 
supplied 
resources. 
 
Demonstrates 
awareness of 
cultural 
differences and 
accepts different 
perspectives. 
 
Participates in 
continued and 
deeper 
discussions. 
 
Demonstrates 
evidence to 
support 
conclusions and 
provided 
alternative 
viewpoints. 
 

Provide general 
feedback with 
minimal or no 
effort given to 
support 
statement. 
 
Fails to 
demonstrate 
cultural awareness 
or differences in 
discussion forum. 
 
Demonstrates 
minimal growth or 
understanding of 
the collaboration 
process. 

Provides 
agreement 
without substance 
or connection to 
required readings 
or materials. 
 
Demonstrates no 
evidence of 
personal 
awareness of 
cultural 
differences within 
the discussion 
forum. 
 
Demonstrate no 
evidence of 
personal learning 
as a result of 
interaction with 
colleagues. 

Expression Clear, articulate 
postings with 
dynamic use of 
grammar and 
syntax. 
 
Fosters positive 
growth of the 
discussion board 
with relevant 
postings and 
questioning of 
colleagues. 

Clear postings 
with ideas written 
clearly in Standard 
Edited English. 
 
Promotes growth 
of the discussion 
board with 
postings and 
questioning of 
colleagues. 

Expression is 
unclear or error 
prone. 
 
Minimal or 
incorrectly 
formatted APA 
citations. 

Unacceptable 
written 
expression. 
 
Inappropriate 
citations or 
references. 

Final Assignment 
Grade 

A:  Exemplary 
Work 

B:  Graduate Level 
Work 

C:  Minimal Work F:  Work 
Submitted but 
Unacceptable 
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Rubric adapted from Walden University M.S. in Instructional Design and Technology Program Formative 
Evaluative Criteria for Discussion Board Assignments.  Retrieved April 15, 2014 from 
http://inside.waldenu.edu/c/Files/DocsSOE/MSIDT.Discussion.Board.Rubric.doc 

 

http://inside.waldenu.edu/c/Files/DocsSOE/MSIDT.Discussion.Board.Rubric.doc

